Atari Computer Enthusiasts of Hawaii 


ACE-HI’s Bill Buck Dies 


By Raymond Pompon 


On Sunday, September 24th, we lost a very special 
man. He was William Buck, known to all of us as Bill. 
He was a long time member and officer of ACE-HI, 
avid Suniparter of both the 8 bit and 16 bit portions of 
the club. 


He was always there for us, at general and board 
meetings. On more than several occasions, he 
volunteered his services for the club. Most recently, 
he was in charge of the 3rd Annual ACE-HI auction, 
which was quite a success. 


Listen, rather than sit here and talk about Bill from 
a distance, let me just share some personal memories. 


I met Bill in Data-1 six years ago, he was checking 
out a copy of the game Castle Wolfenstein. He just 
started talking to me like he does to strangers. Next 
thing I knew he was at ACE-HI meetings and we were 
trading games. 


I remember Bill faithfully picking me up for 
ACE-HI meetings. We always made a joke about him 
being continually 15 minutes late, so I would always 
go to meet him 15 minutes after the agreed time. Only 
once did he have to wait for me. I also remember him 
dragging my hung-over body to board meetings early 
Saturday morning. 


When I was president, we made up the agenda on 
the way. Between the breaks of our beloved computer 
chatting, we talked about classical music, science 
fiction, his life growing up in Chicago, politics and his 
students. As a matter of fact, my roommate last 
semester was a former student of his. 


Bill was an interesting man and he always had 
interesting things to say. If what he said wasn’t 
intriguing, then it was funny. Whenever someone new 
wandered into an ACE meeting, Bill was the first 
person to talk to them, get them what they wanted 
and introduce them around. He felt that the most 
important way to aquire new members was to make 
them feel welcome at meetings. We all know he was 
right. 
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We worked on this newsletter together for the past 
few months. He is responsible for the neat shadowed 
logo we used. He also showed me a few copies of the 
newsletter he created for his math students. It was 
not only creative and humorous but it had a good 
aesthetic design. 


At the last ACE auction, Bill helped me at the 
auctioneer table. As I was trying to sell the software, 
he would butt in and tell everyone all about the 
product I had. If it was bad, he would tell them it was 
bad. Of course, no one would bid on it. If it was good, 
he would tell them it was good. Of course, the bids 
went through the ceiling. 


He felt that we were not here to make money for the 
club, we were here to encourage people to join the club. 
If someone bought something then they should feel 
like they spent their money on something worthwhile. 
He was right and you know what? We made a 
truckload of money this year. 


Is that enough? I know if Bill was reading this he 
would laugh and say, "Come on guys!" Bill never 
called attention to himself and many of us, including 
myself, never realized how great a man he was until 
we realize how empty things are without him. He was 
a giving man and he helped all of us in so many ways. 
I will be forever grateful for our friendship. 


Goodbye Bill 
from Raymond. 
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Ex-President’s Message 


It’s been a long year as President of ACE-HI. I 
want to thank all those who have helped make the 
year as successful as it was. 


I was shocked to hear that our long time ACE-HI 
member Bill Buck had passed away. Bill had been 
such a vital part of the club organizing the library, the 
auction, newsletter and helping out members 
whenever he could. 


I recently sent a shareware check off to the 
mainland along with a newsletter Bill had put 
together. This is what the shareware author said of 
our newsletter. 


"| was thrilled to receive the newsletter, your 
letter and the check from so far away... The 
newsletter was very interesting. Our local 
newsletter has recently shrunk to a one-page 
sheet of paper. It’s nice to see such a good 
newsletter for a change." 

—Mike Young, Galena, Ohio. 


Bill’s work was appreciated far and wide not just in 
Hawaii. Let’s continue the example Bill showed us on 
how to be true Atari Computer Enthusiasts. 


Good luck to Tim Patrick our new ACE-HI 
President. Tim brings years of Atari 8-bit and ST 
experience to the presidency. I hope he enjoys his year 
as President as much as I did. 


Baron Sekiya £5 


FuncetionZ, A complete 
function key labeling system 
includes 6 specially engineered 
plastic label stands, label maker }j 
program disk, and complete 
instructions. Only $24.95. 
For extra plastic stands, 
Supply Package $13.95. 


Firm your Atari 520 or 1040 ST 

Sopa Kaen to feel me 

a a Mega ST! Springz™ solves 
SOFTWARE the ay feeling, only $11.95. 


P.O. Box 14628 
Long Beach, CA 90803-1208 USA 
(213) 439-9664 - FAX (213) 434-2310 
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ACE-HI MEETING SCHEDULE 


October is Word Processor Month} | 
October 13 at Liliha Library = 
October 27 at Waikiki Library 


November is Graphics Month 
November 10 at Waikiki Library 
November 24 at Waikiki Library 


Meetings start at 7pm and are open to} 

the public. Doors open at 6:30pm. | | 

The month’s first meeting focuses on | | 

Atari 8-bit computers, the second | 

meeting topics the Atari ST/MEGA 
computers. 


Atari Computer Enthusiasts 
of Hawaii 


President Tim Patrick 
Vice-Pres Riki Manabe 
Secretary/ 

Treasurer Bill Whalen 

Librarian 


Board 

Members Stan Alama 
Baron Sekiya 
John Walsh 


Newsletter Raymond Pompon 
BBS Phil Musgrave 


ACE-HI Info is the official 
newsletter of the Atari Computer 
Enthusiasts of Hawaii user group. 
The opinions expressed are those 
of the authors and editorial staff 

and are not necessarily those of 

ACE-HI or its officers. Permission 
to reprint articles is granted 

provided proper credit is given. 


AD RATES: 
1/4 page @ $7.50 
1/2 page @ $12.50 
Full page @ $25.00 


Classified Ads are $1.50 per 
column inch. (one inch per 
month free to members) 


New, Improved, Multi-Line ACE-HI BBS 


By Phil Musgrave 


As of August 26th we have been running the new 
MichTron BBS 3.0 software, which has allowed us to add 
the 2nd phone line for ACE-HI members only. We hope 
that all old ACE-HI den users will call and be revalidated 
and we extend welcome to all of you who haven’t tried the 
board yet. It’s better than ever now and so easy to get on if 
you're a member. 


NEW USERS 


When you call for the first time you MUST call 261- 2184 
in order to be validated. After you are validated (and if 
your are a —_ in full ACE-HI member) may you use the 
new phone line: 263-3433. If not, you will be logged off the 
extra line automatically. 


The first thing you see is the WELCOME screen, then 
you are asked for a "Username:". This should be your full, 
real name. If you wish to use a handle’, you may request 
one later, but for the first time, you must use your real 
name. As a new user you will not have access to files, nor 
will you be able to leave messages. You will be granted 
these privileges when you are validated. 


REGISTERED USERS 


After logging on you will see the MAIN MENU 
prompt. Hitting a carriage return will give you a list of all 
the available commands. Some important commands are: 


- Bye, Log off the board 

- Chat rooms - chat with who’s on the other modem 

- Database - ACE-HI Information, other BBS numbers, 
and the Story Line. 

- Files system - downloads and uploads 

- Games menu 

- Message bases 

- Tell something to someone on other modem 

- User List - search by full or partial name 

- View last 100 callers 
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W - Who is on the other line 
Y - Yell for Muskrat (Especially if you need help) 


FILES SYSTEM 


L_ - List of the files that are available from the On-line 
ACE-HI puple domain software library. If you wish to 
download any of these files to your computer, several 
options are available as well as different types of 


transfer. 

D_ - Download individual file - all files have file numbers, if 
you know the file number you can download it from 
this command. 

U_ - Upload - send a file to the BBS. All protocols except 
YMODEM. 


S -Scan mail 

R_ - Read mail 

N_ - Read all NEW mail only 

L_ - Leave a message 

I -read an Individual message 
M - return to MAIN MENU 


While in the message bases, you can use the options 
shown at the bottom of the screen to aid you in your reading 
and posting of messages.There’s much more to the BBS, but 
not enough space to cover it, so call and learn with the 
"hands-on" approach! To make things work more smoothly, 
I have appointed assistant SysOps, known as SysOps on the 
BBS, as the overall SysOp is called the WizOp (I didn’t 
make that up). If you have any questions, talk to one of us. 


Phil Musgrave, WizOp 

Bob Dean /Gunner/ - SysOp 

John Walsh /J.W/ - SysOp 

Wendell Hong /Atarian/ - SysOp 8bits 
Doug Griswold /Hal 9000/ - SysOp - IBM 
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LATEST HARDWARE -LATEST USA SOFTWARE LATEST EUROPEAN 
PC-SPEED EMULATOR WORD-UP VERSION 3 

20MEG SUPRA DRIVE WORD WRITER VIDEO PA peed | ‘cree 
MASTER 3.5DSDD EXT. FONTZ BY WORD-UP XENON 2 

FAST TURBO-16 CODEHEAD UTILITIES SHINOBI 

CMI ACCELERATOR HOTWIRE BY CODEHEAD CASTLE WARRIOR 
MIGRAPH SCANNER MICHTRON HY PERFONT QUEST FOR TIMEBIRD 
COMPUTER EYES COLOR PROTEXT BY MICHTRON OOZE 
MONITOR MASTER NEODESK II TARGHAN 


3131 N NIMITZ HIGHWAY (NEAR SIZZLER) 831-5555 
| HARDWARE * SOFTWARE * REPAIR 


We've Moved To 


The Midtown Center 
1314 Kalakaua Ave. 
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COMPUTER CENTER 


PRES & Nets 
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On the 2nd Floor 
Next to the Beretania 
Police Station 


The Atari vee Blowout! 


Atari 1040 ST \. Ni) ¥\ 


Color System XN Huet 


* 1040ST w/1MB RAM =—— 
¢ Built-in 720K, 3.5" Drive 


¢ Two-button Mouse 


¢ SC 1224 Color Monitor 


$895 


Data-1 Reg. $995 


* Built-in MIDI In & Out ports 
¢ Data-1 Software Starter Disk 


ACE-HI’s Special Election Night 


(note: this news story was written prior to the death of Bill Buck) 


On September 8th, ACE-HI 
held it’s annual elections night. 
Four new board members were 
voted into office. 


Out of the Seven nominated 
candidates: Tim Patrick, Bill Buck, 
John Walsh and Stan Alama were 
elected into office. After the 
elections, a special board meeting 
of the new and old officers was 
held to appoint the officers for the 
upcoming year. 


The new officers are: President 
Tim Patrick, Vice President Riki 
Manabe, Librarian Bob Dean, 
Assistant Librarian Bill Buck, 
Secretary/Treasurer Bill Whalen 


Bill Buck and Raymond Pompon 
will continue to work as the 
Newsletter editors. Outgoing 
President Baron Sekiya was given 
a standing ovation from the 
members for a job well done. 
ACE-HI was very grateful for his 
diligence during the past year. 


After the election, Tim Patrick’s 
first executive order was to 
commence the start of the Midi- 
Maze tournament. The Midi-Maze 
tournament was quite a success. 


There were six ST’s set up, with 
one acting as a Midi-cam so that 
Ray Pompon could do his blow by 
blow commentary. 


There were 15 participants who 
played faced off in three sub- 
tournaments. From the first 
elimination match, the three 
surviving players were Phil 
Musgrave, John Walsh and Riki 
Manabe (surprisingly trouncing 
everybody’s pick Ex-Midi-Maze- 
Master Barbara Walsh). 


John had to leave early, so 
Muskrat and Riki squared off in a 
deadly duel to the death. In the 
end, Riki emerged soaked in glory. 
He won the first place prize, a 
brand new copy of the first rate 
terminal program Flash as well as 
a serial cable. 


Wi Aces members) 


Special Discount 


5-30% OFF 
egular Priced 
Software! 


Midtown Center - 1314 Kalakaua 


10a.m. - 6p.m. Weekdays 
946-1733 10a.m. - 4p.m. Weekends 


All in all, it was a first rate 
election night and a good time was 
had by all 


We are looking forward to an 


exciting new year with a lot of new 
faces on the Board of Directors. 
ACE-HI has grown tremendously 
in the past few years, expect to see 
it grow more in the coming year. 


As for Midi-Maze night, another 
such tournament is in the works 
since this one was so popular. 
Perhaps next time we will stretch 
the competition out with a double 
elimination match, after all there 
were a lot of close victories that 
night. 
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- Classic Atari Computers - 


By Wendell 'Atarian’ Hong 


i new ever comes out for the 8-bits nowdays!", 
you say? Not true! Here’s a list (and brief description/ 
review) of what's come out in the 8-bit world this year so 
far: 


SpartaDOS X 


The most talked about DOS of the Atari community is 
finally out! This DOS-on-a-cartridge is a must for the 
wer 8-bit user who likes an MS- environment. 
est of all it will run on any Atari 8-bit computer 
(including the 800). 


It supports just about any kind of ramdisk (including 
Axalon types). Also it will run a Indus GT, US Doubler 
1050, Happy 1050, Super Archiver 1050 & the new XF551 
disk drive in a high speed access mode. Also includes a 
built-in ARC/UnArc program. 


This cartridge is stackable which means you can stack 
and control other cartridges plugged on top of it. It 
retails for $79 but has been known to be available for $50. 


I’ve tried it out and find it to be worth the price if you 
have a deluxe type of system (a ramdisk, all kinds of 
different drives, etc.) The current version number is 4.2, 
ICD intends to make update ROM chips for Sparta X as 
the need arises (bugs fixes, etc). 


TURBOWORD+ 


Turboword+ is a full featured word processor that runs 
on the XEP-80 (being able to see in 80 columns is great!). 
Includes a spening checker which can be installed on 
your ramdisk. wi 6 gn 

The program will run with any DOS (including 
Sparta . I’ve used this,word processor repeatedly 
ever since I got it. This program is a must for owners of 
the XEP-80. This program was done by MicroMiser, (the 
same company that did Turbobase) and sells for about 
$45. 


Diamond GOS 


This GEM operating system on a cartridge is also 
available now. I saw it first hand and it looks just like a 
ot i ¥ It’s available from Reeve Software for $79 also 
includes Diamond Paint and a programers kit with a 
disk of utilities. 


BOBTERM 


This new public domain program offers a lot of the 
convenience that Express did, plus: XEP-80 support, 
X-modem, CRC X-modem, 1K X-modem, Y- modem 
batch & Z-modem protocols. It has at least twice the 


capture buffer of Express, depending what kind of DOS 
eb i with it GpartaDOS 2.3x gives you a buffer of 
7K!). 


Also allows the loading of modules to bs = the 
program instead of having to rewrite the whole program 
again. Supports 300 thru 19.2K baud. Also lets you exit 
the program to run another one then reloading it without 
ag: e carrier! This allows you to run a program such 
as ARC then resume whatever you where one the BBS! 
I’ve tried this feature out and it works just fine. 


Since I’ve started 2 pace I’ve never gone 
back to using Express! This program is available for 
downloading on MUSKRAT’S DEN and other Atari 
BBS’s on the island. 


DOS XE 


This DOS from Atari is another loser in the DOS 1.0, 
3.0 & 4.0 tradition. This is the DOS Atari intends to be 
used with the new XF551 disk drive for it’s double sided 
double density(DS/DD) mode. It requires a XL/XE thus, 
once again alienating the old 800. 


It offers 4 menus you have to juggle between. Also it 
will not run with BASIC XE and a host of other things. 
Do eat a favor and pass this one ne MyDOS 
(public domain) or SpartaDOS (worth the price) will use 

e XF551’s DS/DD capacity just like DOS XE and doa 
better job at it. 


Airball 


This game cartridge port over from the ST is as close 
to the original as it can get and plays very well like the 
ST version. In the game you've been turned into a airball 
by a wizard and must navigate a 3-dimensional maze to 
find the spell book to turn you back to normal while 
collecting treasures and avoid getting popped along the 
way. You also have a small hole in your bubble body 
that makes you lose air as time goes on so must refill it 
from time to time. Well put together game 
recommended highly by this atarian. 


Thunder Fox 


Great graphics and fast action are this game’s name. 
The play mechanics need a lot net ei used to in this 
scrolling shoot-em-up (it’s a lot like the often copied 
Scramble game). 


Note: The above were things I have personally tried out 
or own. The following are other things that have just 
come out for the Atari: 


Cont., see Classics on Page Six 
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Ci las $108 _From Page Five 


The Blackbox from Computer Software Services 

Plugs into your XL or XE ek like the MIO, has and 
provides these functions: RS-232 modem port, Parallel 
printer port, a SASI/SCSI hard disk port and a floppy 
disk port for 3.5" & 5.25" floppy disk drives. Sells for 
$199.95 For more info read the text file in the Blackbox in 
the 8-bit section of Muskrat’s DEN. 


Express! (the Cartridge) from Orion Micro Systems 
($69) 

Has lots of things like a capture buffer you can edit and 
much more! This is another piggy back cartridge like 
Diamond GOS and Sparta X. 


Diamond Write from Reeve Software ($39) 
Makes your Diamond GOS system complete. 


Turbofile from MicroMiser software ($49). 
Fully integrated with Turboword+ also uses the XEP-80 
for its display. 


Atariwriter 80 

The long awaited 80 column word processor from Atari. 
If anybody gets this one let me know, I want to do a 
comparison with Turboword+. 


..that’s what's new in a nut shell. 
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Atari Computer Enthusiasts of Hawaii 
P.O. Box 23076 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


Computer Humor 
By Crazy Ray 


Back because you demanded it. More Computer 
Stories that are so funny they just had to be true 


When working for a company that had a contract with 
3M, 3M had asked a manager to write them a memo 
describing why they were having problems with diskette 
failures. The memo stated that the disks were failing due 
to head crashes. "If the customers would just clean their 
heads periodically we wouldn’t have these problems," 
said in the memo. One customer responded with "What 
kind of shampoo do you recommend?" 


software disk. They a¥ked tH&customer to make a copy 
of the disk and mail it in to thé hotline. A few days later, 
they received a letter with a mimeographed copy of the 
disk. Since it was a double-sided disk both sides of the 
disk had been xeroxed. 


An end-user hotline rer a call about.a bad 
th 


Overheard in a student computer lab: 

Client (raising hand and waving frantically): ''The 
computer says Enter your name and press RETURN.’ 
What do I do?" — 

Lab Assistant: "Enter your name and press RETURN." 
Client (as if a revelation has struck): “Oh\" 


A similar situation reports having a student in the lab 
one day who had to abort out of the SET PASSWORD 
sequence because he couldn’t think of a six-letter word. 


That’s it for this time folx, keep sending in those funny 
stories and remember: The human only uses 10% 
of their brain, the rest is i 


a 


